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public revenue upon indirect taxation; and the ob-
jection that such taxation falls upon the poor and
upon trade, while direct taxation falls upon the rich
and upon property, never has been and in all proba-
bility never will be successfully advanced. The
simple answer to it is that without a widely-spread
indirect taxation means could not be provided for
carrying on the government ; and that by the absence
of means for carrying on the government the poor
and the trading classes would be the first sufferers.
"Tolls" are the form which such indirect taxation
has taken in the Municipalities of this Presidency,
and they differ only in name from the " Octroi" in
Upper India.

2.  But, further, experience and the general assent
of Municipalities have shown that of all municipal
taxes a tax in this form is the least vexatious, the
least unpopular,  and the most easily raised.    Even
supposing, therefore, that it would be possible to in-
crease one or more of the direct taxes so as to produce
the  same  revenue without producing  at  the  same
time intolerable discontent, the result would simply
be that we should have substituted an unpopular and
vexatious impost for one comparatively approved and
acquiesced in by the already somewhat over-burdened
subjects of our local taxation.

3.  I can, therefore, hardly imagine a measure less
desirable than the abolition of " Tolls," or any course
more expedient than their maintenance and encourage-
ment as a source of municipal income.    The single
objection to " Tolls " is the taxation which they imply,